MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
Why had this commerce, which flourished in the Northern
provinces, disappeared in the Carolingian epoch ? The seas on the
Northern coast were still free. Moreover, the Flemish cloth industry,
which had fed the navigation of the region since the Roman epoch,
had not disappeared.1 There were even fresh reasons which should
have favoured die continuation of this commercial activity. In the
first place, the presence of the court at Aix-la-Chapelle, and,
secondly, the pacification and annexation of Frisia. We know that
the Frisian boats were very busy on all the rivers of this region,
and on the Upper Rhine, until the catastrophe of the Norman
invasions.2 Gold coins have been found in Frisia.3 Finally, the
principal tonlieux of the Carolingian epoch—that is to say, Rouen,
Quentovic, Amiens, Maastricht, Duurstede, and Pont-Saint-
Maxence—were all situated in the North.4 Commerce was
therefore very active in this northern corner of the Empire;
indeed, it seems to have been even more active than before.
This commerce, however, was oriented toward the North, and
had no longer any connection with the Mediterranean. It seems to
have included in its domain, in addition to the rivers of the Low
Countries, Britain, and the seas of the North. Here, then, we have
a characteristic proof of the closing of the Mediterranean. In this
1	h, pirbnne, Draps de Frise ou draps de Flandre? viertbijahrschrifx fur
SOZIAL UND TORTSCHAFTSGESCHICHTE, Vol. VII, 1909, pp. 309-310.
2	prou mentions numerous deniers which were struck at Duurstede under
Charlemagne, Louis the Pious, and Lothair I. prou, Catalogues de monnaies
carolingienne$, pp. 9-12. There are also deniers from Maastricht, Vis6, Dinant,
Huy, Naraur, Cambrai, Verdun (very numerous), Ardenburg, Bruges,
Gand, Cassel, Courtrai, Th£rouanne, Quentovic (very numerous), Tournai,
Valenciennes, Arras, Amiens, Corbie, Peronne. Ibid., pp. 14-38.
8 prou, op. cit., p. xxxiii.
4 vercautkren, Etude sur hs Civitates, p. 453. In 790, Gervoldus is: super
regni negotia procurator constituitur per multos annos, per diversos portus ac civitates
exigerts tributa atque vectigalia, maxime in Quentawich. Gesta abbatum Foti»
tanellensium, ed. m.g.h. ss. in uwm scholarum, p. 46. In 831 Louis the Pious
granted the Church of Strasbourg exemption from the tonlieu throughout
his kingdom, except at Quentovic, Duurstede and the Clusae. C£ G. G. dept,
Le mot "Clusa" dans les diplfcnes carolingiens, melanges h. pirenne, voL I,
p. 89.
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